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Canada as
a Study Destination
Canada is emerging as one of the popular study destinations among international students. The country has been 
ranked third in quality of life and extends a safe, peaceful, and culturally rich community to its citizens.

Talking about its quality of education, the country is home to numerous top universities. According to QS 
ranking 2022, 3 Canadian universities find their place in the list of the top 50 universities of the world. 
Furthermore, educational excellence, easy PR, affordability, free healthcare, etc., also add to Canada’s 
success as a top study-abroad destination. The country also has a higher per capita income than Nigeria, 
encouraging individuals to take up study and job opportunities there. Living and tuition fees for 
international students are also lower in Canada than in countries like the US, UK, and Australia, making 
Canada a top choice for studies.

Thousands of students apply for a visa to study in Canada; hence the competition is high to get your visa 
application selected. It thus becomes essential to make your visa application stand out more than the rest. A 
strong SOP will help you maximize your chances of getting your visa application selected.



03

What is an SOP?
An SOP, also known as a letter of intent, is an essay written by students seeking admission to international 
universities. It highlights the student’s academic and professional recognitions, career goals, motive to choose 
the particular program, and other driving factors that encouraged them to seek admission to the institution. 

The SOP can be said to be the decision maker of your application as it helps the admissions panel to understand 
your expectations, goals, subject knowledge, and vision for the future. It helps them evaluate why they should 
choose you over other applicants who have also applied to study in Canada. Hence, the applicants must make 
their SOPs with utter care and remember to clearly state their strengths and achievements to help the authorities 
make an informed decision.
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Thousands of students apply to Canadian universities; a nicely written SOP may be a significant distinguishing 
factor and make your application stand out from the rest of the applicants. You must also remember that this 
might be the only mode of interaction with the admissions committee since there are generally no visa 
interviews in Canada. Hence, an SOP is the most integral part of your application that impacts your admission.

An unimpressive, paraphrased, or plagiarized SOP would be the last thing your university will entertain, 
resulting in the refusal of your application. When applying to Canadian universities, you must remember that 
they give importance to accuracy, honesty, and clarity. Your SOP must exhibit these qualities if you want them 
to consider it for further processing. 

The strengths and skills outlined in your SOP will play a crucial role for the authorities in deciding whether you 
are suitable for the course you are applying to. Some of the factors considered by admission officers in your 
SOP include extracurricular accomplishments, academic and professional fulfillment, clarity of goals, social 
work, etc. A well-written, informative statement of purpose will help you further brighten your visa approval 
chances.

Importance of SOP
in Canada Visa Application



Generalized Format for SOP
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An ideal SOP includes all the key points that can reflect the character of applicants and answer the questions 
that Canadian visa officers need to know for processing a visa application. Since they can’t contact every 
applicant, most applications lacking an outstanding SOP get rejected. Therefore, if you want visa officers to 
approve your SOP, you must majorly focus on the key aspects that would make it impressive and complete.
 Here is a generalized format that one can follow for writing a complete SOP.

Future Goals/ Outcomes

Conclusion

Head
Introduction

Academic Profile

Work experience/ Projects

Reason for picking the
particular course

Reason for choosing
a particular university

How are you funding
your Education?

Description
Give a description of yourself. Keep it short and crisp.

Briefly highlight the main achievements of your academic life. 
Try to include subjects/ achievements that align with your future 
course of study.

Discuss in brief the projects you have worked on and the skills you 
have acquired during those work experiences to show your 
orientation towards the chosen field.

Talk about why you chose to study this particular course. You can 
also link your previous study and work experiences to support 
your course.

Do your research. Don’t use generic statements. Use data to 
support your statement. You can also talk about your interest in 
studying/ working with a specific professor/ mentor.

Give them a brief about your financial situation so that they know 
that you are capable enough to fund your education.

Talk about the scope of this course/ industry and what jobs you 
will be able to take in your home country.

Conclude with how important it is for you to study there and how 
thankful you will be if your visa is accepted.



Here is a sample SOP for your Canadian student visa (it is only an indicative example). Make sure you do your 
research by checking out multiple samples available online. 

To,

The Canadian Visa Officer, 

Canadian High Commission, 

(City-Address)

Subject: Statement of Purpose for the Student Visa Application

Respected Sir/Madam, 

I, (name), an employee at a private sector banking company, have aspirations of unlocking 
and tapping the vast opportunities and growth potential brought in through the 
globalization of the financial markets and the adoption of new-age technologies by banking 
and financial institutions worldwide. For this purpose, I seek vital academic learning and 
global market exposure in Canada, thereby equipping me with the knowledge and 
capabilities pertaining to offering scalable strategies, insights, and execution for the 
financial growth of these institutions. An MBA in Finance will further hone my skills, 
making me ready to serve the needs of fast-evolving and emerging global markets. 

Personal Information 
I stay in (locality and city) with my small family of four people. My father (name) is an 
employee at the Indian Railways (only an example), working as an accounts administrator. 
My mother (name) works as a school teacher at the (school name and city). I have a 
younger sister (name) who is pursuing engineering at (name of institution and city).
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Sample SOP for
the Canada Student Visa 



Academic Information
I completed Class X in (year) from (school name) in (location, city). I also completed my Class 
XII in (year) from (school name) in (location, city). My schooling has been entirely done under 
the CISCE curriculum. After completing high school, I obtained admission into my B.Com 
(Bachelor of Commerce) course at (name of institution) in (location, city). Along with my 
course, I also completed my Cost & Management Account certification from (institution or 
body name). My academic performance has been satisfactory throughout this journey. I also 
appeared for the IELTS examination in a bid to demonstrate my linguistic proficiency and 
secured a score of (mention scores in all four bands). 

Professional Journey
While completing my CMA (Cost & Management Accountant) certification, I was drawn to the 
intricacies of the banking and financial sector. Before I knew it, the moment my course got over 
and I graduated, I applied at a leading private sector bank. The bank is (name of the bank) and 
I was posted as deputy manager, corporate accounts, in (location, city). I was given the 
responsibility of auditing and assessing leading corporate accounts that we handled in that 
particular branch, making sure that their repayment obligations were met and all their 
banking needs were also catered to, without any hassles. 
In (month, year), I received an extra increment and promotion to the position of Manager, 
Corporate Accounts courtesy of my winning the Employee of the Quarter award for 
successfully bagging and handling two mega-sized corporate accounts. I also completed a 
Digital Banking certification over the last year of my full-fledged career as a banking 
professional, giving me expertise in segments like mobile banking, internet banking, 
UPI-based authentication, payment gateway and approving digital credentials of clients. 
Currently, I handle the entire digital portfolio of our region, having been recently promoted to 
the position of Manager, Digital & Emerging Initiatives. This job has given me experience and 
a deep understanding of what digitization has done to the BFSI (banking and financial services 
industry) category and how it can be a successful disruptor in the future for ensuring new-age 
and innovative customer solutions as well.

Reasons for Pursuing MBA in Finance from Canada
I am stagnating in my career at present since I am anyway familiar with the digitized 
platforms, and ways of simplifying customer problems. I wish to work on newer models with 
exposure to global markets and how they function from a technology standpoint. I
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wish to take a major leap toward actual banking and finance management, where I can drive 
meaningful growth and change with a management degree in my kitty. To enjoy a competitive 
advantage over my professional colleagues and peers, I wish to complete my MBA degree at 
a reputed and globally acclaimed institution which offers the highest possible academic 
standards. I will also gain qualitative exposure to global best practices in fund management 
and business. As a result, the (college or university name) is best suited for me. 
The pedagogic and academic infrastructure at the institution is top-notch, with faculty 
members and mentors hailing from the field and possessing gargantuan experience 
alongside. I look forward to getting personalized and detailed guidance and attention 
regarding my academic and creative development. The program (name of the 
course/program) is perfectly in sync with my earlier educational course. The course will give 
me hands-on experience and exposure to best practices in digital banking management, 
technologies, fundamentals of global business, finance and economy linked global dynamics, 
and more. This will help me transform into a skilled, qualified, and confident manager, who 
can drive the next level of progress at the institution. 
Canada is a culturally rich and diverse nation, being home to people from various walks of 
life and countries. It is a safe country without any racial or other undertones while a large 
number of Indians live and work here without any hassles. This will naturally help me 
acclimatize to the earliest while focusing on my academics and building warm relationships 
with my peers and colleagues. 

Sponsorship
The entire costs of study, accommodation, travel, and other heads, will be covered by my 
parents. They are financially settled now and have sufficient funding at their disposal to 
cover exigencies as well. I have already paid my tuition costs for the first year amounting to 
(mention amount) while arranging living costs of (mention amount) for the same year as well.

Future Blueprint
The Indian banking sector is already witnessing rapid disruption and evolution, especially 
from a technological standpoint. The banking landscape is steadily opening toward newer 
global players and institutions. This is also ushering in more liquidity for future initiatives via 
strategic partnerships or independent ventures with PSBs (public sector banks) and private
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banking institutions. This will naturally open up more lucrative professional opportunities 
for eligible and qualified professionals with global exposure and expertise in digital, 
management, and consumer insights. Those with global management degrees will get more 
priority for highly responsible leadership positions with the scope of growth and 
decision-makers alike. Offshore educational credentials from a reputed institution will 
drive my career growth sufficiently, enabling me to obtain senior managerial positions at 
global banking conglomerates. 

To summarize, I will gain immensely from my hands-on and technical exposure at my 
course in Canada, especially in the domain of new and cutting-edge technologies and 
methods. In the near future, I view myself as a top-tier manager advancing global 
digitization campaigns for better customer engagement. I promise to obey the laws of 
Canada while humbly requesting you grant me a visa to study in the country. 
Regards, 
Passport No.
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Follow the below-mentioned tips to build an effective SOP that can help you enhance your chances of visa 
acceptance:

•Tip 1: The SOP should be unique and plagiarism-free. It should be customized for every university you apply to.
It should carry a personal touch and not look like a general statement for every college/ university.

•Tip 2: Preferably, your SOP should be between 1000-1500 words.

•Tip 3: Remember to build a flow and maintain it throughout your SOP. Different messages should not be jumbled
up in one paragraph. Keep the flow clean.

•Tip 4: When mentioning the subjects you studied in secondary schooling/ undergraduate, link subjects with your
goal, i.e., highlight only relevant subjects associated with your chosen course for further study.

•Tip 5: When mentioning the finances of your family, elaborate on the source of income, type of job or business
your family is involved in, etc. This will help the authorities understand how you can manage all your expenses
and sustain in the country.

•Tip 6: The outcome is the most crucial part of any SOP. You should write it in-depth and in line with your
passion. Talk about the job opportunities in your chosen sector, the company you would like to work in, and job
roles you will be able to take up after completing the course.

•Tip 7: Also, do not just talk about why you are interested in pursuing this course, but also add how the course is
progressive and will help you to attain new levels in your future professional endeavors.

•Tip 8: When talking about why the program/ college is the right fit for you, you can also talk about how you can
contribute to the university with your diversified skills (apart from academic aptitude) and bring a distinct flair to
the college/ university.

•Tip 9: If you have working experience, talk about how your professional experience has motivated you to study
further to upskill yourself.

Important Tips
for writing the SOP
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Do’s and Don’ts to follow
for writing a great SOP

Don’ts
Don't put everything in your SOP. 

Don’t be vague or use general statements.

Avoid using fancy words that are hard to 
understand.

Don’t list all the subjects that you studied in 
your college.

Do not mention more than 2-3 experiences/ 
projects. You can mention them in your resume 
but not in the SOP.

Pre-college experiences are not needed to be 
mentioned.

Don’t show that you might want to settle 
abroad or your chosen course has low job 
opportunities in your home country. 

Do’s
Be clear and stay honest.

Be specific about your descriptions.

Use simple language which is free from 
grammatical errors.

Your educational/ professional qualification 
should align with your course choice. State 
only what is relevant to your chosen course.

Mention only those projects/ experiences that 
are relevant to your course choice. Talk about 
how your projects helped you grow, your 
contributions and how they helped you to 
shape your journey.

Talk about achievements you gained in 
college or post-college. Ideally, experiences 
& achievements up to the last 5 years matter.

In the outcomes, mention related industry’s 
growth worldwide & especially in the home 
country. This will help the authorities to 
understand that you are willing to return to 
your home country.
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About TGM Education
TGM Education is a leading Study Abroad Consultant in Nigeria with over 25 years of professional 
student placement and visa counseling service experience representing and placing students into A-
Level, Foundation, Undergraduate, Postgraduate and PHD degree Programs at top and world ranked 
institutions around the world mainly in the United Kingdom, United States of America, Canada, 
Ireland, Singapore, Malaysia and the United Arab Emirates.

Thinking Ahead of Time

www.tgmeducation.com

13Call us to clear your doubts at +234 908 077 5662
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